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!Fattah A. (2022). Obama’s Strategy Towards China “Containment Strategy”, Journal of Afro-Asian Studies:
issue 12 (pp. 50-70).
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5 Munté, ]. R. (2023, April 6). Evolution of the United States-China trade war from Obama to Biden

administration. STEAR.

https://www.stearthinktank.com/post/united-states-china-trade-war-obama-to-biden
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7 Reporter, G. S. (2023, February 7). Chip war: Japan and Netherlands expected to join US in ban on tech

exports to China. The Guardian.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/feb/o1/chip-war-japan-netherlands-us-tech-export-ban-

china-microchips
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® Wong K. C. (2021) The Rise of China’s Developmental Peace: Can an Economic Approach to Peacebuilding

Create Sustainable Peace? Global Society, 35:4, 522-540, DOL: 10.1080/13600826.2021.1942802

° China's Peaceful Rise: Speeches of Zheng Bijian 1997-2004. (2005). Brookings Institution.
https://1b.gy/gd2nsx

° Zheng, Y., & Tok, S. K. (2007). Intentions on trial: “peaceful rise” and Sino-ASEAN relations. In China Turns
to Multilateralism (pp. 175-197). Routledge.

* Wang, W. (2016), "How to maintain peaceful Sino-US relations: A critical analysis of the power transition
theory", Asian Education and Development Studies, Vol. 5 No. 3, pp. 278-287.
https://doi.org/10.1108/AEDS-12-2014-0065
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? Lay, R. K. S. (2022). The rise and fall of China’s ‘peaceful rise: Implications for US-China geopolitical
competition in the Indo-Pacific. Stosunki Miedzynarodowe-International Relations, 2, 8.

 https://x.com/mog_china/status/1764623477875646553
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S Burns, W. J. (2024, January 31). Spycraft and Statecraft: Transforming the CIA for an age of competition.
Foreign Affairs.

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/cia-spycraft-and-statecraft-william-burns
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*® Zhao, K. (2016). China’s rise and its discursive power strategy. Chinese Political Science Review.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s41111-016-0027-X

® Organski A. F. K (1959). World Politics. American Political Science Review, 53(2), 587-587.
doi:10.1017/S000305540023325X
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*° Modelski, G., Thompson, W.R. (1988). The Long Cycle of World Leadership. In: Sea-power in Global Politics,
1494-1993. Palgrave Macmillan, London.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-09154-6 5

* Hang, N. T. T. (2017). The Rise of China: Challenges, Implications, and Options for the United States. Indian
Journal of Asian Affairs, 30(1/2), 47-64.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/26465816

** Lemke, D., & Werner, S. (1996). Power Parity, Commitment to Change, and War. International Studies
Quarterly, 40(2), 235-260.

https://doi.org/10.2307/2600958
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¢ Murray, M. (2018). Introduction. In Oxford University Press eBooks (pp. 1-28).

https://doi.org/10.1093/050/9780190878900.003.0001

*Jisi, W. (2011). China’s Search for a Grand Strategy: A Rising Great Power Finds Its Way. Foreign Affairs,

90(2), 68-79.
http://www .jstor.org/stable/25800458
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% Kobayashi, Yuka (2018) UK Parliament, Foreign Affairs Committee, Oral evidence for Inquiry into China and
the International Rule Based System [written evidence available here
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreign-affairs-

committee/china-and-the-international-rulesbased-system/written/85588.pdf
% Beirne, John, Renzhi, Nuobu and Volz, Ulrich (2023) 'When the United States and the People’s Republic of

China Sneeze: Monetary Policy Spillovers to Asian Economies." Open Economies Review. (Forthcoming):

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11079-022-09695-1
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™ Cheng Yawen (2022), Constructing the "New Three Rings" China's Choice in the Face of the Possibility of
Comprehensive Decoupling, Cultural Vertical and Horizontal Network.
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3 Agrawal, R. (2023, January 25). The global South is shifting geopolitics in 2023. Foreign Policy.
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Relations Entering a New Era and the Global Sustainable Development. (2022). President of Russia.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China.
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*® Shambaugh, D. (2004). Power Shift: China and Asia's New Dynamics. University of California Press.
*® Goldstein, S. M. (2023). In defense of strategic ambiguity in the Taiwan strait - the National Bureau of
Asian Research (NBR).

https://www.nbr.org/publication/in-defense-of-strategic-ambiguity-in-the-taiwan-strait/

*° Bush, R. C. (2005). Untying the Knot of Taiwan Independence. Brookings Institution Press.
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% Gazis, O. (2023), CIA Director William Burns: “I wouldn't underestimate” Xi's ambitions for Taiwan. CBS
News.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cia-director-william-burns-i-wouldnt-underestimate-xis-ambitions-for-
taiwan/

%5 Everington, K. (2023), Xi denies 2027 Taiwan invasion plan, lists conditions for attack. Taiwan News.

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/5041031
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*® Herr, R. (2019). CHINESE SOFT POWER AS POLICY. In Chinese influence in the Pacific Islands: The yin and
yang of soft power (pp. 15-20). Australian Strategic Policy Institute.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep23109.8

9 Glaser, B. S., & Murphy, M. E. (2009). Soft power with Chinese characteristics. Chinese soft power and its
implications for the United States, 10-26.
*° Huang, Z. A. (2021). China's Public Diplomacy and Confucius Institute.

https://hal.science/hal-02910002/document
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*# Bandurski, D. (2007). Propaganda Head Liu Yunshan Promotes Commercialization of Media to Strengthen
China’s “Cultural Soft Power”. China Media Project, 10.

*# Nye, J. S. (1990). Soft power. Foreign policy, (80), 153-171.

*# Highhouse, C. H. (2022). China content on TikTok: the influence of social media videos on national image.
Online Media and Global Communication, 1(4), 697-722.

4 Zhang, Denghua; Ji, Hongbo (2020). "The new Chinese aid agency after its first two years". Development
Policy Centre, Crawford School of Public Policy ANU College of Asia & the Pacific, Australian National
University.
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*¢ d'Hooghe, 1. (2007). The rise of China's public diplomacy. Netherlands Institute of International Relations"
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*# Voon, J. P, & Xu, X. (2020). Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on China’s soft power: Preliminary
evidence. Asia-Pacific Journal of Accounting & Economics, 27(1), 120-131.

9 Geddes, T. D. G, & Crain, D. (2023, May 25). Why Chinese Democracy is Better than Western Democracy
According to Tsinghua Prof. Yan Yilong. Sinification.
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Troop and police contributors. (2023). United Nations Peacekeeping.
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https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/troop-and-police-contributors

*3 China’s Role in UN Peacekeeping. (2018). Institute for Security & Development Policy — www.isdp.eu.

https://shorturl.at/ipwNg

%4 GO, A. (2023, May 24). China’s Small Steps into UN Peacekeeping Are Adding Up. IPI Global Observatory.

https://theglobalobservatory.org/2023/05/chinas-small-steps-into-un-peacekeeping-are-adding-up/

*5 Karan Redy, Rahul (2023) China wins mediation medal East Asia Forum [Opinion Pieces/Media/Blogs]:

https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/04/19/china-wins-the-mediation-medal/
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Beijing's Global Media Influence (2022). Freedom House.
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*° House, W. (20233, September g). FACT SHEET: World Leaders launch a landmark India-Middle East-

Europe Economic Corridor. The White House.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/09/09/fact-sheet-world-leaders-

launch-a-landmark-india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor/
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November 2021, the competition turned into a technology-centered war® in which
Washington provides no tool to curb China's technological progress, restrict its
competitiveness and hinder its global rise, and this has been particularly evident in the
manufacture of advanced chips’ in what are known as semiconductors, which are used for

the most advanced civil and military applications.

® Veron believes that trade wars between countries often occur, escalate or subside over time, but the
trade war between the United States and China is an indicator of other problems and conflicts of a
strategic nature, including at the technological level.

7 Reporter, G. S. (2023, February 7). Chip war: Japan and Netherlands expected to join US in ban on tech

exports to China. The Guardian.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/feb/o1/chip-war-japan-netherlands-us-tech-export-

ban-china-microchips
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launching the Pivot Strategy, gradually shifting the focus of US foreign policy from West
Asia and Europe to East Asia with the aim of "containing China." Since then, this trend
has been translated into strengthening relations with the countries of the Asia-Pacific
region at the military, political and economic levels (joint military exercises, deployment
of troops and construction of military bases, official visits, economic partnerships,
investments...)3. With the transition of power from Democrats to Republicans and the
arrival of President Donald Trump in the White House in 2017, the strategic diagnosis of
the "Chinese threat" has not changed, but the competition with Beijing has become more
focused on the trade dimension through the adoption of protectionist policies promoted
by the latter during his election campaign under the title of restoring jobs and protecting

American products and translated into imposing tariffs on Chinese goods.

The Chinese and American sides have been keen on more than one stage to keep the
competition between them disciplined and have made efforts at more than one stage to
prevent it from slipping into direct* confrontations. With the return of Democrats to the

White House following the election of Joe Biden as President of the United States in

* Lionel Veron (2013), "Determinants of Chinese Policy at the Current Stage", seminar at the Consultative

Center for Studies and Documentation (Beirut).

3 Former French diplomat and researcher in Chinese affairs Lionel Veron believes that some considered
that the strategy of transformation towards Asia adopted by the Obama administration is an economic
rotation to face the Chinese economic challenge, while China saw in this announcement a strategy of
containment and the beginning of a new cold war, because the turn towards Asia, if we translate it on
the map, is seen as the recruitment of military forces or the strengthening of a previous US military
presence in the vicinity of China and US military interventions in China's neighborhood.

% Evidence on that is the agreement reached between them in two phases starting of October 2019, in
which China pledged to buy American products, protect intellectual property, and stop imposing foreign
technology transfers in exchange for a US commitment to halve tariffs on Chinese goods and suspend

planned tariffs on $200 billion worth of Chinese imports.
> Munté, J. R. (2023, April 6). Evolution of the United States-China trade war from Obama to Biden

administration. STEAR.

https://www.stearthinktank.com/post/united-states-china-trade-war-obama-to-biden
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Introduction

China's rise to become a world power has gone through significant stages since the end of
the civil war in 1949. The first phase of this journey was marked by internal modernization
efforts under President Mao Zedong, which aimed to establish governance and develop an
ideology that would fortify the country and consolidate the rule of the Chinese Communist
Party. In the following era, starting in the late seventies, China under President Deng
Xiaoping witnessed a profound shift in policy toward economic reform and the beginning
of a cautious opening to the world. In this era, reforms were introduced, most notably the
adoption of a market economy and the establishment of special economic zones, which
established a qualitative transformation in the economic landscape in China. In the third
phase, the hedging strategy of "hide your capabilities, bide your time" was abandoned, as
China under Presidents Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao succeeded in achieving sustainable
economic growth and putting the country on the path to technological progress. The
country's development and the prosperity of its industrial sector, which exceeds the needs
of the domestic market, prompted the search for foreign markets, so President Xi Jinping
launched in 2013 the Belt and Road project as the largest infrastructure project in history.
Its mission is to achieve mutual benefit so that the countries located along it benefit from
Chinese infrastructure, projects and investments, while Beijing ensures access to global
markets, preserves its products competitiveness, and promotes economic globalization,

openness and global rise.

On the American side, the conviction that China represents a growing threat to the United
States was expressed by former US President Barack Obama that "the future of politics
will be decided in Asia and that the United States will be at the center of the action."

Accordingly, US foreign policy has undergone an important change, with Obama 2009

! Fattah A. (2022). Obama’s Strategy Towards China “Containment Strategy”, Journal of Afro-Asian
Studies: issue 12 (pp. 50-70).

https://democraticac.de/?p=8o570



https://democraticac.de/?p=80570

_ Studies and Reports: China in the Face of US Containment: Peaceful Rise, Networking, and Internal Resilience — July 2024

Technological Development TraCk ...........cuueiivnsivinvnsissnsnsceisvssossessssssssssvsssossesssssssssss 760

Sixth: Work to Achieve Peaceful Unification with Taiwan and Adhere to the Principle of "One

China" 80
NG ettt ettt ettt et et b et b et b et b ek b seb b sebbe seb st sebbee st bse sebbee seber srsbee sesbee srs s

Diplomatic ISolation Of TAIWAN .......coeeeirerierinriveirenieeireriesins e sressnsresses s sresresse s svesssers S2
Economic Integration With TQIWAN .........iivivienenienininniesie ettt saesaesaesresneones 83
Military Option to Prevent INdependence ..............uevveenvnniivinenneineeineineinsinsissvsnsvnnnses 85
Seventh: Establishing China's Image as a Reliable Partner, Honest Broker a Global Leader .. 88
Soft Power: a Mean to Deliver a "Good Chinese Narrative" ..............ccccvvvinevvevernnnenns 89
Engaging in Dispute RESOIULION ..........cvurvirvirvirinrnirrirrirniiissisiinnsnsisisssisssessssssssesnessessness 92

China's Global Governance Leadership ..........eoienvniissirnsiseinvnsossiosssssvssasssossssssssssss 96

lusi
CONCIUSION covveerrvieerreieerveeeerresereeeonssrssssesnsesssrssesssssesssssosssssnnssssnsssssnsssssrsssssrsssssssssssssssssssssnnsssnnnsse IS



Table of contents

INEFOAUCTEION aveveveerevecrevrreverererereevesseveserssesosssososssos sosssssosssssosssesesssssossessosnssssssessensssssresssnssssne D

Literature REVIBW ... cuieiiviiniiniiniineivint ittt s siesssssa s ses s sesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 1
Theoretical Framework: Force Transition TREOIY ........euuuvivveiiiriinvisessssnssseisvsssossessossossisns 9
First: Avoiding a Direct Clash with the United States and Buying Time ...........ccovuucvvvrvevseenes 13
Second: Strategic Pursuit of Building Partnerships ... 20
The Belt and RO INTEIGLIVE ......cvuviiirvuviniinirnrriirnnsiaeintvnssississassasisevsssessssssssssssssssssssessss 25
Third: Prioritizing Cooperation with Russia and the Global South ..........................cuueeenn. 30
Relations With RUSSIA ........ccouevvevierireiecieniierinrinsie e srennssesiesis e svessesssssnsssssesssssessessessssnss. 31
Relations with Central ASiGn COUNTIIES .........couieeieviiinrenniireineineinevineineieississsnsssssossnssnns 34
Relations with the MIAWeST .............cucvermiinrineie et e sr e sesies s s sveesesnes 39
Relations With INGIQ ..........umiiviviiinivnviiiinienneieinisissississas e sssssessssssssssssssesessssssssssssnsens 40
Relations with Southeast Asian COUNTLIIES ........cuviuireenniirivnvisserssirecrernnssesssssssossonsnnees 41
Relations With AffiCQ .....evevrienieniinienienieniesienie ettt sttt sve v v v saesvesvesvssnssvesnesne 43
Relations with Latin AMEriCa ..........uuiiiiininiiniiniinsinsiisississsssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssosss 90
Fourth: Maintaining Exchanges with the United States and its Allies ...........ccceeeveerevruirsunee. 53
Relations with the United States of AMEriCa ..........uuininiininininininassisisisssesissesseess 53
Relations With JAPAN ..........ceiveiiviiiiiiiietiitiete st sss s s sssns. D8
Relations with SOUth KOFea .......uueeeeviiiniinviiisseiniiseinivnssississnscssinvssssssessssssossnsssossesssss. 59
Relations with the EUropean Union ... 01
Relations With Brit@in ... ias s ins s ensssssnssnsssssss s sssssssssnssness 03
Fifth: Carrying out a Comprehensive Internal Modernization Process ..., 64
Special ECONOMIC ZONES (SEZS) ...ovuuvivunvvvemnevirirersinssisisssesissssssssssssssassssssnsssssssassssssssssssnoses 04
Xi's new vision is Based on the Party, the Army and the People .................uuuvevvvennnne. 66



A
y (),
siilly cLulsll gL izufl 3 b

teConsultative Centervo-StudiesanaDocumentation

Studies and Reports: A non-periodic series that addresses essential issues

Title: China in the Face of US Containment: Peaceful Rise, Networking, and Internal
Resilience

Publisher: The Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation
Author: Dr. Ayman Halawi
Publication date: July 2024

Issue No: Thirty-Five

Copyright reserved to the Center

All copyrights are reserved to the Center. Therefore, it is not permissible to copy any part of the
report, store it in any information storage and retrieval system, or transmit it by any means,
whether ordinary, electronic, magnetic, or mechanical tapes, CDs, reproduction, recording, or
otherwise, except in limited cases of quotation for the purpose of scientific study and benefit. The
source must be mentioned.

Address: Bir Hassan - Al-Assad Avenue - Behind Wayla Restaurant — Al-Wourod Building — First floor
Tel: 01/836610

Fax: 01/836611

Postal Code: 10172010

P.o. Box: 24/47

Beirut- Lebanon

E.mail: dirasatccsd@gamail.com

Website: http//www.dirasat.net



mailto:ccsd@gmail.com

China in the Face of US Containment
Peaceful Rise, Networking, and

Internal Resilience






()

‘/_"’/z TheConsultative Centerfor

StudiesandDocumentation

Studies and Reports

A non-periodic series that addresses essential issues

China in the Face of US Containment
Peaceful Rise, Networking, and

Internal Resilience

Ayman Halawi

No 35 - July 2024







