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r Madam |la NMirsstre

Poowr understancaing that Belgium has recently taken new and mmportan steps
Ngthen its policy of differentiation bDetween Begal sraell setements I OCCuURe
rShrdan tlerritones,. and the state of Israel waren 1967 Doroers.

lsraeli citizens, we coMinue 10 be concamed with Oour govermmmeEnt's Commitrment
onch parmanent occupation and deo-facto annexation of Occupiod Palestirnian Terraorie
T) we welcome these steps as much needed Mmeasures 10 halt thes entrenchiment ar
je the viability of a Palestmian state living sacde Dy sice wah Israel.

cessive Israsali governments. have repeatedlhy made claar that a Palestinian state will n
& poltical poorty. In direct contradhction 1o inlomatonal law, Iscacl has Stransferre
oreds of thousanas of Israel CGoZenNs INO The occupsad termiories. Today, Mmore than M
o Israel citirens live in ilegal setllements These setliements are established ofen ¢
roprated Palestrsan owned Bnd, in areas that inmtentonally fragment the Palestmee
Waton INlo disconnected enciaves. A bwo Ser legal sysiem is entrenched, Withh unegu
s Detweoean Palesanians and lsracls.

emtrenchment of coccupaton has been accompanied Dy a deluge of measures agam
FSAnian society. nciuding restriction of moverment, gemolitions and surveillance. In o
r 2021, Israol Sermmolish»wd the greatost numdber of Palostrsan structures sinco 2000 wihe
OCHA staned monitonng thes phenomenon. There was aiso the signficant advancenme
rategic settiements, such as Atarot and Givat HaShaked, which are mtended to preve
praphwcal contguity between East Jerusalem and the West Bank thus preventmg
re Palestinian capital there, and erodes t™he viability of a Palestinian state. We have als
essed an INCrease N Severty and freguency oOf sether viclence owards Palestnie
munities. and a crackdown on Palestinian cwil society Dy lsrael’'s Ministry of Defence.

Decoming iNncreasngly clear that the occupation not only causes Freparable harm
pstrvans, but eltrrately corrodes the morality of israsl. and throeatens the future of |
ocranc character. We therefore welcome me Belgium government s renewed eMort ¢
rentation at the matonal love!d, as well as wathen the Ewrcpean Union, i cooperaton wi
r member states commtied o furthenng a peaceful resciution based on prncples
ratonal law.

st we are encowraged Dy Balgium's cormemament 10 upholaing EU policy 1o cornrecsy lab
erate a meanmgful shift in the israell govermment’ s achons. AS such., we were pleased
r of the rocert Gacussions n Belgium regarding The Damming of trade withh Seg
ements. lsraeld settiements are the eadng cause of NuUMan rgnts VIcLatons Sgain
estmians, and setfement eaxpansion is destSoying the possibility of 3 tmo-state soluto
OMENLEe 10 PUrSWe SCONOITEC Bes and rade with them s not only unethscal. & serves
ngthen Israel's settemant progect, rmaking Ewrope compicit in thes ilegality and takes o
»or away from a peacefu scoiution 10 e lsrach-Palestinian confict We hope ™
pam will consader taking leadership On thes matter, and advance thes issue in the eyes
r EU member stStes over the course of 2022
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