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But the stability of the world order presupposes that its states enjoy historical legitimacy
and be subject to law (international law) and geopolitical constraints (balance of power)
that limit their ability to use force and oblige them to respect common universal values.
Exceptions have always been present, such as apartheid and discrimination in South
Africa (until 1994) and the United States (until 1964) and bloody colonial wars (Algeria
until 1962 and Vietnam until 1975). As for Israel, it was a case of complete exception, given
the specificity of its establishment, its qualitative superiority guaranteed over all
neighborhoods, its hidden and ambiguous identity between religion and nationality, its
barbaric, repeated, and unlimited use of violence, and the West's protection of it from

accountability and punishment.



intervention in many capitalist economies, and how Western countries took advantage of
the ideas of Friedman, Hayek, and others to popularize the neoliberal prescription of the
Washington Consensus, as well as the development theories that imposed themselves on

states and global institutions in the third quarter of the last century?

Moreover, an attempt was made to assimilate religions and beliefs into modernist
identities that fit the idea of the nation-state. We can explore the open path between
religion and the identities that make up the nation3, as some religious sects have become
nationalists (such as the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and some nationalities have
taken on a religious character in line with a sectarian political system (such as Armenian

Catholics or Orthodox in Lebanon).

well as the human conscience. We must keep the banner of combating arrogance raised high and ensure
that it is not taken from us at any stage, but rather remain pioneers in carrying it”.

The impact of ideas and perceptions distinct from the West is also evident in the economic field. Imam
Khamenei (while inspecting the Khodro Industrial Complex in 2010) points out the importance of values
in achieving fairness and eliminating injustice. “Unjust values are what create class disparity and
indifference to basic rights, while positive values such as industrial independence are among the
conditions for achieving development and political independence for the country”.

In his speech on December 1, 2010 before the First Forum for Strategic Ideas, he used the term progress
instead of development. This is not a passing matter; “We have deliberately avoided using the word
“development” (alone), because it carries within it a valuable and conceptual content and includes
commitments that are sometimes not in harmony with us and we do not (always) agree with them. We
do not want to introduce a well-known global term into our work, and the Islamic Revolution does not
favor importing Concepts. We did not use the term “imperialism”, for example, but rather “arrogance”,
knowing that the addition to the concept of progress is adding a moral, not just a material, dimension to
development.

* Abdul Halim Fadlallah; Science and globalization: reading the crisis from economic and cognitive
perspectives; Beirut: Hadara Center for the Development of Islamic Thought; First edition; 2022; P. 3019.
* For an expansion on this point, see: Olivier Roy; Sacred ignorance: a time of religion without culture.

Translated by Saleh Al-Ashmar; Beirut: Dar Al-Saqi. First edition; 2013; pp. 117-157.



of the North based on the South's intrinsic values and perceptions of the world*. We should

also remember how, for example, Keynes's ideas of scientific legitimacy influenced state

*Iran's view of itself and its revolution has not changed 45 years after its establishment. The speech of
Imam Sayyed Ali Khamenei in a meeting with the Assembly of Experts at the conclusion of its fifth
session on 3/7/2024, which confirms the entrenchment of the idea of political spirituality not only in the
political system, but also in international relations and the position on the international system:

“You know that the Islamic Republic caused a global impact and an earthquake. It was a global event
and was not linked to a specific country. The leadership of the late Imam Khomeini (may God be bless
him) unleashed the determination and courage of the Iranian people... an incident that created two
fronts in the world... that did not exist before the founding of the Republic”. The Islamic Front is the Front
of Democracies affiliated with the Liberal Democratic Walk - and I do not wish to express it as a school
- and the other front is the Republican Front linked to religion and Islam. The reason for the lack of
harmony (between the two fronts) does not lie only in adherence to religion or not, but rather the depth
of the disagreement and hostilities sometimes exceeds these borders. The (dominant) Western wing saw
that the new (Islamic) model conflicted with its basic interests, and perhaps even contradicted its
existence in the end, and (the evidence that arrogance, aggression, and transgression are inherent in the
theses of this wing and its policies) is that it is at the peak of raising popular slogans. Human Rights and
Democracy The largest colonial movement (of the West) occurred in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. It
is obvious that when spirituality is lacking, the ground for injustice, aggression, and transgression is
created by a group’s feeling of power and the ability to forcefully seize the wealth of a country like India
that once existed. Before colonialism, it was wealthy, owned industries, and was considered a developed
country, so why not? When there is no spirituality, what is the obstacle?

“The most important issue for the opposing front (to arrogance) that emerged with the establishment of
popular religious sovereignty is confronting injustice, arrogance, and aggression. This means that the
essence of the work of the government that is formed on the basis of religion and Islam is to combat the
oppressor and confront him (You shall not oppress, nor shall you be wronged - Al-Baqarah 279 Those
who believe will fight. For the sake of God - An-Nisa’ 76), and this confrontation is obligatory... The
conclusion from my words... We do not oppose governments and peoples per se, but rather we oppose
injustice, aggression and arrogance.. What makes the Islamic Republic face the opposite front is

(confronting that) Issues and concepts that are condemned by reason, custom, every law and religion, as



First: Preface

The centrality of the state in the world system declines and the balance of power between
its poles changes, and this dialectic expresses itself clearly in new wars in which the wider
West is engaged in Ukraine and occupied Palestine and is preparing for its equivalents
elsewhere. Players below and above the state are deciding more than the states themselves

and imposing their thythm on facts and events.

A century or more ago, the nation-state gained a solid place in relations between nations,
in the establishment or extinction of world institutions and organizations, in the
dissemination of political beliefs and ideas, and in overcoming problems. The desired
solution to the Jewish problem in Europe, for example, was the establishment of an entity
that would satisfy Western interests and meet the imperatives of capturing the colonial
legacy of the fallen empires, thus transforming the issue of sub-State minorities into a
story of alleged self-determination at the state level. Not far from that, but in a reverse
context, the Ottoman Empire turned from an empire/multi-ethnic nation into national
entities, some of which succeeded in being a state like Turkey, while the Arabs lost their
bet on Britain to achieve their national ambition, and the French went too far by trying

unsuccessfully to divide Syria into alleged ethnic and sectarian states.

By acceding to multilateral agreements and treaties, the nation has also been the pillar of
economic and human rights regulation of the world and of issues of security and peace
between countries. Ideas and ideologies have contributed to changing and shaping the
world. Ideas have done their work in world political history and this would not have been
possible without the adoption of political doctrines by regimes and states derived from
them, as in the French Revolutions at the end of the eighteenth century and Bolshevism
at the beginning of the twentieth century, and in the establishment of the communist
camp that shared global influence with Western countries for nearly five decades, as well
as in the "political spirituality” that rose with the victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution

and expressed the yearning of the countries of the South to be free from the domination
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